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It is a time of turbulence. The | 
city streets are full of violence. 
Governments flounder. Socie- 
ties crumble. Civilization itself 
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ON SALE AT NEWSSTANDS Bey mane: 
FIFTY CENTS. WORTH 


IVUANR VIE SIVUAGAVALN ET GROUP 


BEING A MARVEL CHARACTER AIN'T 
iS AND TICKER-TAPE 


LIFE WOULD BE 
Bowe te Hie SORCERER 
1 EVERY TIME 


Sue Ne LOBOTOMY SCAR SAID "HEY- 
JOU'RE A PUCK!" I COULD 


PROMISED You 
A BAXTER 
Buievine* 


BESIDES WHAT 1 LACK IN 
eke AND SUPER 


IN FRINGE 


AND AS LONG AS 
TVE TAKEN UP PERMANENT 


RESIDENCE IN THE MARVEL 
UNIVERSE, HOWZABOUT 
SOME GAMMA RAYS 
TO MAKE ME ORANGE: 
AND LUMPY... 


AND THINGS COULD ALWAYS 

a T. COULD HAVE 

ENDED UP GREEN, snipin, 
AND MO55- - COVERED! 


Tan's HE Nicest 
THING YOU EVER 
SAP TO 


~~ 


OWARD AND BEV TRA TRAPPED IN THE INSANE SIRCNMENT OF... 


: Tae GRew I 


HONESTLY, 4 
HOWARD--T'VE BEEN 
HITCH-HIKING RIDES 
“WITH STRANGERS SINCE 
« JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL. 
I HAROLY THINK T 
\ NEED TO TAKE A LESSON 
Now! 


‘idl Mest 


Hy 


THERE'S AN ART TA 
THUMBIN’A RIDE, TOOTS-- 
A TECHNIQUE PRACTICED 
BY MANY, BUT ONLY 

MASTERED By A FEW, 

WATCH AN'T'LL SHOW 

YA HOW IT'S DONE / 


Script: BILLMANTLO Art: GENE COLAN & DAVE SIMONS < 5 


I DON'T LIKE THE CONDESCENDING TONE 

IN YOUR VOICE, DUCKIE. BESIDES, IF YOU'RE 
$0 GOOD AT HITCHING, HOW COME WE 

HAVEN'T GOTTEN A RIDE ALL MORNING? 


( THERE HASN'T BEEN THAT MUCH 
TRAFFIC ALONG THIS HIGHWAY. 


OH, COME ON! LOTS OF CARS 
HAVE PASSED US, I THINK IT'S 
YOUR DEPRESSION VIBES THAT 
ARE DRIVING THEM AWAY, 


211224... 225--I THOUGHT 

FOR A MINUTE YOU MIGHT BEAN 

ESCAPEE, BUT ALL MY BIRDS 

ARE THERE, AND TMEY, DON'T 
Lik! 


med 
I GOTTA GET OUTTA THIS BUSINESS: I’M 
A STARTING TO SEE FEATHERS EVERYWHERE! 


HEY, WAIT! Don't) [7 
60! 7 WAAUGH ¢ SNIDE SIDE IS BEGINNIN’ 
TA SHOW. I'LL THUMB 
¥ DOWN THIS ROAD- RUNNIN 


RRORSHACH TEST, 


Y WE SURE AIN'T GONNA 
LET THEIR 2UCK- SYMBOL 
INTO OUR VAN // 


DON'T WORRY ABOUT 
UZZIE HERE... 


SEE THIS MOVIE WHERE 
CLAUDETTE COLBERT WAS. 
HITCH-HIKING WITH CLARK 
GABLE AND STOPPED 
ACAR.., 


a : : U/_ SHE'S BEEN PUTTERING ALONG SINCE ~ 
THAT'S REALLY Low, \ 19-AUGHT-IZ-- AND WITH THE MODIFICATIONS. 
TOOTS-- EXPLOTTIN’ YER es ie TIVE MADE IN HER, SHE SHOULD BE GOING 


SEX TA GETA RIDE! ¥ . STRONG IN 2001! 
WOULD WE?’ WISTER, \ WELL , DOCTOR ARRIC 
IT'LL TAKE ANY JOB) ASKED ME TO ROUND UP 
| THAT PAYS--WITHIN / SOME YOUNG BLOOD TO 
THE BOUNDS OF + WORK IN HIS CLINIC, 
PROPRIETY. 


MODIFICATIONS? ) HOWARD, CAN'T You \ CUTE PET YOU'VE GoT 
LIKE TURBO- _/ JUST ONCE SHELVE ) THERE, MISS. TRAIN 
JETS 77 YOUR CRITICISM WHEN: HIM YOURGELF 7 
SOMEBODY OFFERS ; 
TO HELP US OuT? 


T'LL GIVE HIMA 
CALL AND TELL HIM 
YOU'RE HIRED. 


THERE ARE MANY ASPECTS OF THIS 
STRANGE AUTOMOBILE WHICH CAUSE . 
HOWARD AND BEVERLY TO WONDER, ,. HOLD ON TIGHT, 
S KIDS! NEXT STOP-- 
MIAMI? 


IT 18 THE SMOOTHEST RIDE OUR DAUNTLESS DUO HAVE EVER EXPERIENCED, HOVER -GLIDING ABOVE THE PITS AND POTHOLES 
OF THE FLORIDA HIGHWAY, THE FLYING FLIVVER SOON BRINGS HOWARD AND BEV 7O THEIR DESTINATION, 


NV’ GEE, IS EVERYONE 
INY <0, 1zzy, HOW MUCH DID You OY, ANOTHER BIRTHDAY PRESENT IN MAMI 60 OLD? 
|, PAY FOR YOUR NEW HEARING- gg FROM MINE KIDS! WHY DO THEY 


HAVE TO REMIND ME OF 
MINE AGE 7! 


S] 9” ANY OTHER CAUSTIC COMMENTS "7 
YOU'LL BE WORKING, —>;* YOU'D LIKE TO MAKE, HOWARD-- 
KIOS--DR. ATRIC’S —— i] OR CAN WE CALL A TRUCE TO THE 
CLINIC AND OLD CONSTANT CRITICISM AND GET 

ON LIKE THE LOVERS WE'RE 


SS 


I NEVER SAID I > 
DIDN'T LOVE YA, BEV. al 


= 
--BUT THE VERBAL ie Br I NEVER WAS BIG ON SUB- 


FLAGELLATION YOU'VE 
BEEN PUTTING ME 
THROUGH SINCE OUR 


JECTING MYSELF TO WHIPS AND 
"). CHAINS , DUCKY-- THE LITERAL 
OR THE EMOTIONAL KIND, 


RESPONDING BY 
NOT RESPONDING, 
HOWARD THE DUCK F 
LEADS THE WAY UP 
THE WALK TO THE 
WAKE NO MORE 
NURSING HOME. 


E/ AS YOU MAY HAVE NOTICED, THOSE 
BSI WHo STAY AT MY HOME ALL HAVE ONE 
mJ THING IN COMMON... THEIR ADVANCED 
We] AcE. AS MEDICAL SCIENCE CONTINUES 
TO INCREASE THE LIFESPAN OF THE 
J, AVERAGE AMERICAN, IT CREATES 
A WHOLE NEW SENIOR STRATA 


CALM YOURSELF, MRS. SWEENY, THESE 
TWO YOUNG PEOPLE ARE SIMPLY HERE 
SEEKING EMPLOYMENT, NOT ABUSE. IF 
THE SIGHT OF MR. DUCK CAUSES YOU TO 
MAKE A SPECTACLE OF YOURSELF-- 


eG 
) CEE hn YOU, MR, 


DUCK, FOR COMING! WE ARE IN NEED OF 
YOUR SERVICES. I AM DR, GERARD ATRIC, 


WE CATER TO SEPTAUGENARIANS, 
OCTOGENARIANS, NONOGENARIANS.., 
EVEN A CENTENNARIAN HERE, 


AS LONG AS THEY’ A 4 
MOSTLY NON-DUCK EAT! \ 
VEGETARIANS THE PLACE IS 


OKAY BY ME. 


AS THE NUMBER OF SENIOR cIT7ZENS | 
INCREASES , THI 


HERE AT WAKE NO MORE 
THEY ARE MADE TO FEEL 


>> _PLEASE FORGIVE HOWARD, DR. ATRIC. 
HE'S NOT ANTI-OLD PEOPLE--HE'S INDIS- 
CRIMINATELY NASTY TO EVERYBODY. 


dy FP 
V Yi, 2 2 


Wz fy ge.) 


-- ONE FINDS 
HAS OUTGROWN SUCH PETTY 
VINDICTIVENESS, 


10 


CATER , AFTER HOWARD AND BEV HAVE BEEN INFORMED OF THEIR DUTIES... 


IT SURE WAS NICE OF DR. ATRIC. 
TO OVERLOOK YOUR RUDE REMARKS 
AND HIRE US ANYWAY. 


IT'S DEGRADIN' iS WHAT 
IT 1S! I SHOULDN'T 
EVEN HAVETA WORK, 


TOOTS. 


HE DIDN'T EVEN SEEM To CARE 
THAT THE CLOSEST I EVER CAME 
TO NURSING WAS WHEN I HAD 
TO GIVE MOUTH-TO-MOUTH 
RESUSCITATION TO AN ART 
STUDENT WHO WAS OVERCOME 
BY THE SIGHT OF ME MODELLING 
IN THE NUDE. 


5 SOME JOB-- CLEANIN ’ 
UP AFTER DODDERIN’, ANCIENT. 
HAIRLESS APES AN' WHEELIN’ 
‘EM IN TA SUPPER! 


I'M DIFFERENT! T COULD PROBABLY 
MAKE A FORTUNE GAP/TAL/Z/NV’ ON THE 
FACT THAT I’M A TALKIN’ DUCK! 


HOWARD! I-T NEES, moder 
T'D HEAR Y0%/ SAY ANYTHIN z WELL, IT WAS 
UKE THAT! TM REALLY 5 gust AN IDEA | 


any 

YOU GO AHEAD -- BUT IF’ YOU f f\ VN 

THINK I'M GOING TO STAY WITH Wr > A 

SOMEONE WHO O WANTS TO LEASE HIN \ GZ Miss "COVE 

HIMGELF OUT. ONE -DUCK | LA. ‘ 
SIDESHOW, FORGET IT! Mh Wares Zs 3) f 


CERTAINLY, \ SINCE RETURIN' FROM DUCKWORLD, $e{ TI THOUGHT TAKIN’ HER BACK TO my 
MA'AM, LT I'M DISCOVERIN’ SOME FACETS 7 WORLD WITH ME--WHERE SHE'D BE 
| ALWAYS LIKED | OF BEV I AIN'T SURE T LIKE, <\, TRAPPED IN A WORLD SHE NEVER MADE-- 
| THAT ONE \ WOULD INCREASE HER AWARENESS OF 


SHE ALWAYS SES f HOW Z FEE! 


INSTEAD, SHE SEEMS 
TA HAVE LESS PATIENCE 
WITH ME THAN BEFORE / 


GIVE AN OLD MAN A 

HAND UP THIS HERE 

DIVING BOARD, WON" 
You, you! 


IT'S STARTIN'/ 
AWRIGHT-- T'M, 
WITH TH 


BEDON' 


-2 YA SEEM TA 
JUST FINE ON YER OWN, 


‘OHH, Do You ¥ 


THINK SO? _ 


I THINK I GOT THE 
SPRINGING PART 
‘DOWN PAT, YOUNG 
FELLER, TLL TRY 
THE DIVE ITSELE 
TOMORROW, 


GGLAGHH! 
f I HATE CHLORIN- 
TED WATER .// 


OF SP-SP- 
A J-Just J-Jume, 


SPRING, P-Pops! 
W-WILLYA?! 


UEANWHILE, BEV ATTENDS TO HER DUTIES WITHIN THE WALLS OF 
THE WAKE NO MORE NURSING 


ft NOW, MRS. ROSENZWEIG-- 
\\ DR. ATRIC SAYS IT'S TME 
, FOR YOUR BEAUTY 
SLEEP, 
i 

)) a 
MN a 


sate THAT'S EASY FOR YOU TO sAy-- 
HOWARD'S WATERLOGGED RESPONSE /S LUINPRINTABLE, YOU WAKE UP LOOKING LIKE You! 
HAVE YOU TRIED 
VITAMIN E TREAT- 
MENTS, MRS. 
ROSENZWEIG? T 


ONBEKNOWNST . HER MINISTRATIONS ARE BEING OBSERVED THROUGH A TWO-WAY 
70 THE AURROR! 
BEAUTEOUS MISS SWITZLER ALREADY 
BEVERLY... PRESUMES To PRESCRIBE TO MY PATIENTS! 
THOUGH BETTER THAN SOME OF THE 
NURSES I'VE HIRED-- 


OF THE YOUNG... THE 
MISTAKEN APPREHENSI 
‘THAT SHE KNOWS 
BETTER THAN HER: 


WE MUST DISABUSE f V RISE, MY FELLOW 

HER OF THE NOTION GERIATRICS! RISE AND | 
THAT TO BE OLD =\ SHOUT THE SLOGAN 
IS TO BE HELPLess-- : a f 
RELIANT ON THE 


CORRECT! THE TIME HAS COME} 
ROW 


AT A SINGLE GESTURE FROM THE GRIM ‘INOW DON My 


STALKING COSTUME, 
JUST BACK FROM 
THE CLEANERS | _ 


DIRECTOR OF THE WAKE NO MORE. CG 
ee STBNATA CH SENILITY) HOME, A STRANEE PLASTIC SCULPTURE RISES 
THAT HAS MADE US SECOND- FROM ITS RESTING PLACE WITHIN A HIDDEN 
CLASS COTEENS OF aur VERY, UNCERGROUND SILO... 


NO ONE WILL 
FREE US IF 


TONIGHT, THE GREY 
PANTHER WILL TEACH 
OUR YOUNG FRIENDS 


HOWARD THE DUCK GNAW THEIR 
BONES OF CONTENTION POOLSIDE... 


ALL RIGHT, 
OUucKY-- 


T AIN'T GOT ANY ANSWERS, 
BEV! ALL T KNOW IS THAT 
T'VE HAD IT, AN'T WANT OUT! 


ALL DAY LONG T BEEN PINCHED, X A \ 5 

POKED, PECKED, AN' PAWED AT BY { c I-I DON'T THINK T 

CORONARY CASES DREAMIN’ OF 4 Wf HAVE ANY CHOICE IN THE 

TASTIN' ROAST DUCK JUST ONCE ‘. ij MATTER DUCKY-- I'M | 
MORE BEFORE THEY DIE / BEING CHAIR-NAPPED 

L_ 
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BEV WAAK = COME 7 3 SOMETHING'S WRONG HERE! 
BACK WITH MY BABY! i f THE WHEELCHAIR THAT 
COOT'S DRIVIN' IS AS SOUPED. 
‘BROUGHT, 


TYPICAL OLD AGE _ t 
HOME ? {WAUGHS/ 


HENCEFORTH TO BE FILED tig N-NICE NAME-~ KINKY COSTUME! 
ON A NEW CARD IN THE I'VE ALWAYS SAID PEOPLE SHOULD DO 
= “ THEIR OWN THING! EVEN OLD PEOPLE! 
UNDER THE NAME OF... a * NOT THAT TM IMPLYIN' THAT YER 
THE GREY PANTHER | f ANCIENT, OR--/ 


NEVER AGAIN SHALL YOU MOCK 
YOUR ELDERS, MALLARD! 


TS OF LIFE, ONES 


WITHOUT FURTHER ADO, THE GREY PANTHER F 

AND HIS COHORTS DRAG THE BEWILDERED TT/S SAID THAT, IW THE LAST FEW, 

BEVERLY AWAY INTO THE NIGHT- LIFE FLASHES BEFORE ONE'S EYE: 71S THE CASE, THEN 
+4 HOWARD THE DUCK FEELS CHEATE FLASHBACK LASTS EVEN 

P y LESS TIME THAN A NEW SEASON OF NETWORK TELEVISION SHOWS! 


= 


or 
WH-WHAT A 


= 


B-BEV! I-I WISH I'D HADA 
CHANCE TA TELL HER HOW 
SORRY T_AM FOR HAVIN’ 
TAKEN HER FOR GRANTED-- 
FOR NOT HAVIN’ LOVED 
HER THE WAY SHE 


AOWARD 15 BARELY AWARE OF, 
BEING FREED FROM AKS. ‘BINDINGS / 


WOR DOES HE RESPONL 
OXYGEN FLOODS (NTO 
ACHING LUNGS AS GED 
BENEFACTOR ADMINISTERS 
MOUTH-70- BEAK RESUSC/TATION! 


y-YOU! THE OLD \ Sem 
CODGER I MET 

THIS AFTERNOON! jh 
BUT WHY'D ya 

SAVE MY LIFE? 
AIN'T YOU IN 
WITH GERRY 
ATRIC TOO? 


NOPE! HAD TO MAKE IT SEEM 
THAT WAY, THOUGH, 6O ATRIC 
WOULDN'T SUSPECT! I’M S/MONV 
SAMSQV-- SOCIAL SECURITY AGENT! |}: 
My BADGE! / 


YOU AND YOUR LADYFRIEND STUMBLED 
INTO MY INVESTIGATION OF THE WAKE NO 


MORE NURSING HOME, NOT ONLY IS ATRIC 


DEFRAUDING SOCIAL SECURITY-- BUT 
EVERY ATTENDANT UNDER 3O THAT HE 
HIRES SEEMS TO DISAPPEAR, 


WHILE WE STAND HERE 
JAWIN’ THEY MIGHT BE 
DOIN' SOMETHIN ‘ 
AWFUL TA BEv.. 


q 
T HAD TO PRETEND TO BE SENILE 
IN ORDER TO INFILTRATE ATRIC'S 
OPERATION! I THINK I'VE 
DISCOVERED WHAT HE'S UP TO! 


WE'VE GOT To. 
STOP HIM BEFORE 


HE PUTS HIS 


INSIDIOUS PLAN 


YES, A DOOR WITH 
AHIDDEN PALM-LOCK 
THAT ONLY REACTS TO 
THE BIOCHEMISTRY 
OF PERSONS OVER 


TODAY WAS 
My BIRTHDAY, 
OTHERWISE I wouLD } 
HAVE FOUND IT 
SOONER! 


NOW QUIETLY-- \ 
FOLLOW ME! THIS 
SECRET STAIRWAY 
LEADS DIRECTLY I 
DOWN TO THE SANCTUM, 
SANCTORUM TO THE ,/ |b 
GREY PANTHER! £m 


VOILA! BENEATH THIS: 

[QT CENTURY COPY OF 

AN IBTH CENTURY 
PERSIAN RUG LIES... 


i HOw D0 ,0t/_ \i 
LIKE HAVING TO. \* 
ROCK ALL DAY, 
YOUNGSTER? og 
A 3 <9 


my THE SHLFFLE- 
BOARD MACHINE 
NEVER ST om 
9 IT'S MAKING US 


N{ you Lazy 
LAGGARD! 


HATS, AFGHANS, AND PLACEMATS 
ARE YOU FIENDS GOING TO 
FORCE ME TO CROCHET 77 


YET YOU WOULD DOOM 
US TO WORK OUT THE 
REMAINDER OF OUR 
LIVES IN SENSELESS 
PURSUITS SIMPLY 
BECAUSE YOU YOUNG- 
STERS THINK THE. Ged 


IF THEX ANTAGONIZE 
YOU, TILUE, MAKE 
THEM PLAY CHECKERS: 


(DE) 
RING OUT IN THE 
SUBTERRANEAN 
STRONGHAD OF. 
SENIOR CITIZENRY! 


YOU SEE, MY YOUNG FRIENDS? I HAVE TAPPED THAT 
THE OLD HARBOR A GREAT ANGER-- CONVINCED THEM 


RESENTMENT AGAINST YOU FOR py OOF THEIR USEFULNESS -- 

SHUTTING THEM AWAY-- OUT OF THEIR POWER-~ 

OF SIGHT-- IN PLACES LIKE CHANNELED IT INTO A 
DESIRE FOR REVENGE! 


Y /” oNnce our 


"w/ POWER HAS BEEN 
eS CONSOLIDATED-- 
eal THE OLD SHALL 
INHERIT THE 
EARTH... OR AT 
Least MIAMI! 


G7 SPEED UP 
tHe sturrLeaoARD 
SERVERS! INCREASE 
YARN- OUTFLOW 
ON THE KNITTING 

4 MACHINES | 


I GOT TO HAND IT TO \TRYAN'REMEM- 
ATRIC-- HE TOOK THE 

RIGHT APPROACH IN 

APPEALING TO THE 

VENGEANCE INSTINCTS OF 

HIS OLDSTERS! THERE'S 

BEEN TIMES I'D Have 

LIKED TO CONDEMN 

SOME OF OUR JUNIOR 

AGENTS TO SIMILAR 


PUCK FLY... 
CHECKERS JUME.. 
ad 
NEEDLES FORCED 
TO KNIT AND PURL 

ENDLESSLY! 


DON'T WORRY, CRITTER-- I’M NOT THE ONLY WAY TA END. 

TEMPTED TO JOIN ATRIC! I KNOW THIS GERIATRIC RACKET 
HIS DREAMS OF POWER CAN ONLY 

LAST A FEW YEARS BEFORE Ky 
HARDENING OF THE ARTERIES F 

BUT I'VE GoT 
TO.CONVINCE HIS. 

OLDSTERS THAT THE 


BY THE SKIN OF 
MY BEAK! T AIN'T 


FOOL OR 


FANATIC, THEY'RE 
¥ SWALLOWIN' 
ee / HIS SPIEL! 


FORGIVE ME FOR NOT TREMBLING WHILE MY PANTHER 

IN MY BOOTS, MY FEATHERED PROWESS (COPYRIGHT: 
FRIEND-- BUT I THINK YOU HAVE PAT, PEND, ) HAS SPARED 
SEVERELY UNDERESTIMATED THE 


ME THE DEBILITATING 
PRIDE AND POWER OF... 7HE AFFECTS OF OLD AGE, 
GREY PANTHER / 


AH, I HEAR DRUMROLLS 
EVERY TIME I SPEAK 


WHO AMT, YOU ASK? I AM 
THE SAVIOR OF THE SENILE-- WALDOES, MY MIRACU- 


1E 
THE AVENGER OF THE ARTHRITIC! LOUS MACHINES | ORAKE CAN REACT-- 


a TS ay , 


DN AASSED THE LENGTH OF TH 
ROCKING LINE, HOWARD 1S AT 
LAST DEPOSITED ON YET ANOTHER 
PLANE OF PERIL 


«FORCE US TO PLAY. Vee 
SHUFFLEBOARD ENDLESSLY, | 
Aaa) SERVING PUCKS AT YOU is 
xs “pe I AT SUPER SPEEDS! 4 st 
re bs 

A 


THERE 1S NOTHING PREVENTING THE 
PRISONERS FROM DOING AS HOWARD 
ASKS-- 


THE LITTLE CRITTERS , 
INA FINE PICKLE, BUT y CHANCE To GO 
AT LEAST HE'S OccUPY- j, INTO ACTION! DOWN AND PRAY THE 
ING DR. ATRIC'S a (OLD BURSITIS DON'T 
ATTENTION ‘DECIDE TO ACT UP! 


GIVING ME A SLOW-- GOT TO KEEP 
THE BLOOD PRESSURE 


I AM DONE TOYING 
WITH YOU; FOWL! ANOTHER 
‘TWIST OF THIS DIAL, AND THE 
WORLD WILL SEE THE DEMISE 
OF HOWARD THE DUCK! 


” SORRY, ATRIC-- BUT IN THE NAME OF 
THE DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SECURITY-- 
I CAN'T LET YOU Do THAT // 


WOTH THE DESTRUCTION OF H/S 
COMMAND CONSOLE, ALL OF D 
GERRY ATRIC'S YOUTHFUL WITH A HYDRA 
CAPTIVES SUDDENLY FIND THEM- 

SELVES FREED-- 


NOW-= YOU AND 


PLANNING TO 
COOK YOUR 


IT CANNOT BE! THE 

GREY PANTHER CANNOT Wa 
SUCCUMB 10 60 common- JT Lae 
PLACE AN ENDING AS,,. Joaa 

A MEART ATTACK / y — 3 


ATRIC WILL RECOVER...IN PRISON, I'D 
LIKE TO THANK YOU, ON BEHALF OF THE 
DEPT, OF SOCIAL SECURITY, FOR 
HELPING US TO CRACK THIS CASE. 


Ta 


ay 
va 


LIKE FUN THI 
AIN'T! WE TOOK 
THIS JOB ‘CAUSE 
J Ni 
y 7 


Q 


» DOUGH 
Y i z 


HOW 'BOUT "7HANKIN'’” 
US BY FORKIN’ OVER THE 
WAGES ATRIC OWED US? 


SORRY, HOWARD. 
ATRIC'S MONEY WAS 
ALL FRAUDULENTLY. 
TAKEN FROM THE SOCIAL 
SECURITY CHECKS OF 
HIS PATIENTS... IT'S 
BEEN IMPOUNDED, 


IN YOUR CASE, TM AFRAID 
YOU'LL HAVE TO SEEK ASSISTANCE 
FROM AN UNDERCOVER L/V- 
EVPLOYMENT AGENT 


THE DUCK THAT 
DISNEY BUILT 


‘The brick that rearranged Howard’s 
face was picked up and hurled by Walt 
Disney Productions. 

In 1934, Donald Duck made his debut 
in an animated cartoon, THE WISE 
LITTLE HEN, one in Walt Disney's 
“Silly Symphony” series. As Carl Barks 
describes him in the 1978 book, 
DONALD DUCK; 

‘In that film, Donald was introduced 
to the world, and, strangely enough, in 
that early period of his development he 
was more duck than human, He was a 
no-good hippie duck who lived inglori- 
ously on a half-sunken houseboat in a 
pond.” 

It wasn’t long before Donald left the 
houseboat to roam the world, mostly in 
the company of Disney’s most famous 
character, Mickey Mouse. The mouse, 
in his first appearances, was an ill- 
mannered, self-centered, tricksterish 
little beast. Time, and quick popularity, 
had changed him into a fine, upstand- 
ing, and finally cute character — and 
his discarded venom was quickly it 


jected into Donald (who has since under- 


gone a similar, if less severe, mellow- 


ing). By the late 1930s, Donald Duck 
had taken the world by storm, becoming 
— for a time, at least — more popular 
even than the mouse. Appearing in car- 
toons, comic strips, comicbooks, and 
numerous merchandised products, Don- 
ald not only created an audience but a 
brood as well, and his life was soon 
filled with a flock of ducks: nephews 
Huey, Dewey and Louie; girlfriend 
Daisy Duck; Uncle Scrooge McDuck; 
cousin Gladstone Gander; Grandma 
Duck; scientist Ludwig Von Drake; and 
numerous other relatives, friends and 
enemies. The ge of the duck had ar- 
rived, and, except for Warner Bros 
aberrant mallard, Daffy, Walt Disney 
had cornered the market. 


A MILLION STORIES 
IN THE NAKED CITY 


It was inevitable, then, that Walt 
Disney Productions and the Marvel 
Comics Group would come into conflict 
on the subject of Howard The Duck. 
‘There were certain similarities between 
the characters — they were both ducks, 
after all, and it might have been possible 
for someone to mistake Howard’s blue 
suitcoat and hat for Donald’s sailor suit 
—and there were distinct differences. 
Most notably, Donald lives in the 
anthropomorphic world of Duckburg 
and deals almost solely with its animal 
inhabitants; Howard is the only walking, 


talking intelligent duck on a world pop- 
ulated by human beings (and frequently 
prompts the awe-striken response, 
“You... you're a duck.”) Clearly, two 
different worlds. 

How, then, did their worlds collide? 

In 1978, changes slowly became ap- 
parent in Howard’s appearance. Of 
themselves, the changes would have 
gone unmentioned, had certain parties 
in California not leaked to the fan press 
that the changes were Disney's doing. 
Suddenly, speculations about the rea- 
sons became whispered rumors, and the 
rumors took on the appearance of fact. 
Several stories were concocted: 

Story #1: With the appearance of the 
Howard the Duck newspaper strip, fea- 
ture editors across the country replaced 
the long-running Donald Duck with it, 
since it is bad editorial policy to have 
two similar comic strips in the same 
section, Threatened with the loss of out- 
lets for Donald Duck-and the possible 
cancellation of the feature, Disney — 
which, up to this point, had tolerated 
the presence of a HOWARD THE 
DUCK comicbook — fought back. 

Story #2: Disney’s licensees overseas 
suddenly saw their markets threatened 
when competitors issued the adventures 
of HOWARD THE DUCK. (In coun- 
tries where comics are translated into 
languages other than English the word 
“duck” is synonymous with “Donald 
Duck,” and has been for more than 40 
years. Simply by virtue of the word 
“duck” in his name, Howard became 
what no comics character had been 
before: a threat'to Donald Duck.) The 
overseas licensees took their grievances 
to Disney, who in turn contacted 
Marvel. 

Story #3: As Howard the Duck gained 


popular success in the comicbooks, a 
comic strip promised to bring him to an 
even wider audience, and various mer- 
chandising and film deals were pending. 
Someone in Marvel's legal department 
made a courtesy call to Disney to make 
sure that no legal infringements would 
occur. Made aware of Howard the 
Duck’s existence, Disney’s law 
steps to ensure his dissimilarit 
Donald Duck. 

To anyone thinking about it logically 
for a few minutes, stories #1 and 3 
bear the stamp of the ludicrous. Story 
#1 can be disregarded for a simple 
reason: it is virtually impossible to chal- 
lenge the popularity of Donald Duck. A 
phenomenally popular character, Don- 
ald has survived the vagaries of public 
tastes for more years than most of us 
have been alive; there is the apocryphal 
story that the Third Reich itself was 
rocked by rioting and discontent when 
Hitler banned Donald Duck cartoons 
because Donald had parodied der 
Fuhrer himself. Apparently the world 
has an insatiable appetite for Donald; 
while a character could join him at the 
pinnacle of popularity, it is unthinkable 
that one could replace him. 

The third story is harder to disregard, 
but the logic of it also collapses under 
scrutiny: while there are surface similar- 
ities, Howard the Duck is patently nota 
steal from Donald Duck, and their back- 
grounds, lifestyles, modi operandi, and 
milieus are completely different. There 
is virtually no overlapping save for phys- 
ical characteristics — and the word 
“duck,” being a generic term, cannot be 
trademarked, so no legal infractions are 
possible the 

As it turns out, story #2 was the true 
one. 
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Donald Duck and Howard The Duck 
finally locked beaks — but who could 
have suspected that the battle would 
revolve around a pair of pants? 


THE EMPIRE 
STRIKES BACK 


It was not mere pique that prompted 
the Disney Organization to investigate 
Howard The Duck. They had a long 
history of having to defend themselves 
against imitators and simulators of 
Donald, and they could not have known 
at the beginning that Howard was 
another sort of bird altogether. Disney 
had already stopped the Realist maga- 
zine, Paul Krassner and Wally Wood 
from publishing a centerfold featuring 
Disney characters in ‘‘realistic’” poses 
and situations. More recently, they were 
forced to halt the production of Donald 
Duck paintings that were appearing in 
fan markets without any trademark or 
copyright notices. A group of under- 
ground cartoonists published a maga- 
zine called AIR PIRATES FUNNIES, 
in which they produced their own ver- 
sions of Disney creations — an act that 
aroused the ire of the Disney organiza- 
tion. The case went to court; The Air 
Pirates — as the defendants were 
called — claimed parody, Disney 


claimed copyright infringement, trade- 
mark infringement, unfair competition 
and trade disparagement. Though Dis- 
ney won, to the tune of $190,000, they 
later withdrew damage claims in return 
for a promise that The Air Pirates would 
not do more such “*parodies.”” Obvi- 
ously, they had made their point; they 
did not want to destroy anyone, but 
simply keep their own toes from being 
stepped on 

In this light, it’s easy to see why Dis- 
ney was concerned — albeit unfound- 
edly — about Howard, 

And it’s easy to see why Marvel and 
Disney each saw it in their best interests 
to differentiate the ducks. 


DUCK’S LAW 

... WHEREAS, the image and name 
of DONALD DUCK are associated in 
the eyes of the public with Disney; and 

“WHEREAS, over the years the pub- 
lic has come to identify a particular type 
of cartoon character and a particular 
style of background rendition as being 
associated with Disney, and, in particu- 
lar, with portrayals of DONALD 
DUCK, such cartoon characters gener- 
ally being stylized representations of 
animals have human characteristics, and 
such backgrounds being characterized 
by simplicity and lack of realistic detail, 
genrally creating the impression of a fan- 
tasy world; and... 


“«,.. WHEREAS, HOWARD THE 
DUCK is typically portrayed in con- 
juction with (a) cartoon characters 
which are representations of humans 
and (b) background renditions which are 
characterized by the use of realistic de- 
tail, generally creating the impression of 
the real world...” 

This was the crux of the matter: how 
to keep those two worlds from blending, 
and how to prevent a confusion between 
Dénald and Howard in the public eye. 

The solution was as simple as Donald 
Duck’s backgrounds: change Howard 
the Duck. 

Why Howard? Changing Donald was 
impractical, and it would have harmed 
Disney much more than changing 
Howard would harm Marvel. Donald 
was a solidly established character, uni- 
versally identifiable by his features and 
his navy-blue sailor suit. Howard, the 
contender, was equally identifiable, if 
not as widespread — but Howard’s, 
identity rested more on his unique, 
modern personality than on any set 
of clothes. Being the more malleable 
mallard, he was the easiest to remold. 

Besides, Donald had already gone 
through his changes. At his introduc- 
tion, Donald Duck possessed elongated 
neck and elongated beak, along with a 
squat head, tiny tailfeathers, and a dis- 
tinctly tubby body. The sailor suit was 
light blue, with red or yellow trim and a 


black bowtie. By 1969, the standard, 
familiar form of Donald — shortened, 
squared beak; enlarged brow and eye 
trimmed figure; humanlike hands and 
flat, wide, ducklike fe 
black sailor suit with red bowtie and 
yellow trim — had been in use for 
decades 

Howard, on the other hand, had been 
in existence less than 10 years — and had 
gone through several changes in that 
time. No amount of change or experi- 
ment, it seemed, could hinder his grow- 
ing popularity. 


HowWARD THE DUCK. 
MODEL SHEET 


Basic HEAD SHNRE 1 CURl 


FAT BYE, 


MeAuy f 
conve 


SHORT. 
HEAVY BAK 


PRE-E-ESENTING — 
THREE YEARS IN THE 
MAKING — THE ALL- 
NEW HOWARD 
THE DUCK. 


Negotiations between the two com- 
panies began in mid-1977, with a pro- 
posed agreement that covered a mere 
four pages. By the time the media mag- 
nates came to a final consensus, it was 
1980, and the agreement had doubled 
in length. In that agreement was spelled 
out the Howard to be: 

The “‘old’” Howard The Duck — as 
portrayed in HOWARD THE DUCK 
#1-19 — would disappear, to nevermore 
be seen in comics, newspaper strips, 
TV, movies, books, etc., and would be 
replaced in reprint (except for a certain 
amount of “‘historical’’ reprinting) by 
the ‘“‘new’’ Howard The Duck. 

Howard's long, ducklike bill would be 
replaced by a smaller, upturned bill. It 
would be fat and heavy, instead of slim 
and wide. 

His head would be oval instead of 
round, with eyes covering less than one- 
third of his face. 

His feet would have small toes at the 
end (curiously resembling those that had 
adorned Donald Duck in the period of 
his creation). 

Howard would become shorter and 
squatter. 

His feathers would have a yellowish 
hue, in contrast to his previous white 
color. 

His head would be covered by small 
tufts of feathers, which would resemble 
shaggy hair. His eyebrows would be 
emphasized. 

And Howard would almost always. 
wear pants. 

Oddly, the new Howard harkened 
back to the original, Val Mayerik ver- 
sion. And while negotiations were pro- 
ceeding, Howard’s comicbook life was 
undergoing serious changes. In an at- 
tempt to reach a wider, more sophisti- 
cated audience, Marvel decided to exper- 
iment with their wildest character — and 
Howard's four-color comic was can- 
celled, to be replaced several months 
later by a new, larger-sized black-and- 
white magazine. The change almost 
brought the negotiations to a halt; news 
stories had spread the word that 
HOWARD THE DUCK vas cancelled 
—which, if true, would have rendered 
the negotiations pointless. 

So say hello to the New Howard, 
and rest easy, America. Once more, men 
have worked out their differences with 
communication instead of battle. Once 
more, the world has been made safe for 
ducks. 

Howard The Duck — trapped in 
trousers he never made. 


TOWARD DUCK 


Featured 26... 


a LK 


WHAT BETTER PLACE TO RETREAT FROM THE 
PRESSURES OF BEING UNEMPLOYED AND 

UNEMPLOYABLE THAN THE WARM SANDS, HOT 
SUN, AND SOOTHING SURF OF MIAMI BEACH ? 


CAREFUL, TOOTS. IT 
SOUNDS LIKE THE 
WORK-ETHIC IS. 
SURFACIN’ IN YA LIKE 
A GUILTY CONSCIENCE. 


REALLY GOT TO 
START LOOKING 
FOR JOBS 

SOMETIME / 


GEE, HOWARD, I'VE BEE! 
y SS 


| Serre 
ENS L\\ 


LOOK AROUND YA, 
BEV. YA EVER SEE SO 
‘MUCH OVERFED FLESH 

BA IN YER LIFE? THEY GOT 
2 RVE GAWKIN’ 
AT ME. 


EXCUSE ME, BUT 
THIS 1S A FAMILY 
BEACH! PETS ARE 
NOT ALLOWED £ 


BUT LATELY I'VE HAD THE DESIRE 
FOR, Y’KNOW, MORE, SECURITY. THE 
ECONOMIC AND EMOTIONAL KIND. 


Hmph! 
Looks 

MAMALA 
TALKING-~ 


RIGHT, TOOTS ? 2 
> 


HAVE WE GOT EACH 
OTHER? FOREVER ? HOWARD, 
HAVE YOU EVER CONSIDERED -~ 

WELL-- MARRIAGE ? 


T'LL HAVE YOU KNOW {CAN IT BE? LYIN’ 
1 CARRY SOME f THERE IN THE SUN, 
WEIGHT WITH THE y\ - LIKE MANNA FROM 
BEACH COMMITTEE! KX @! HEAVEN... 2!? LADY, I 


¢ YEAH, I CAN 
BELIEVE THAT! 


os fp 
en] \ Ah, THERE AIN'T 


- 7 
sl) fe 
Heil A aN i] 


] 


AS HOWARD DUCKS TO RETRIEVE THE. 
DISCARDED CIGAR, FATE-- IN THE GUISE 
OF A BOUNDING BEACHBALL-- DEALS 
HIS CORRUPT CRITIC A DECISIVE BLOW! 


SURGEON GENERAL’: 


THIS 1S TOO MUCH! Wwuars | 0 

NOW THE FOWL? FIEND \7HAT? A 

IS EVEN IGNORING THE [Wwnace 
WARNINGS £ 


YER OVERWEIGHT 
OBNOXIOUSNESS! © Eh? 


BEV? BEIN® 
CHASED. 
OUTTA THE 


OUTTA MY WAY, 
BUTTERBALL ! 


WEBBED FEET FURIOUSLY FANNING THE WAVES, 
HOWARD RACES TO THE AID OF HIS BELOVED 
BEVERLY £ 


HOLD ON, \>%* 
DARLIN‘’-- 
1’ COMIN’! 


BUT, DUCKY-- 
YOU'RE WALKING 
ON WATER! 


THERE IS ALSO A TIME FOR 
CONSTERNATION £ 
WHAT’: 
EVERYBODY STARIN’ AN‘ 
POINTIN’ AT ME FOR? I 
DIDN'T DO ANY--£ 


WALKIN’ ON 


WATER! 


JOWARD.., 2!2) THIS 1S NO TIME FOR IDLE 


CHIT-CHAT, TOOTS £ JUST 
GRAB HOLD AN’ I'LL GET 
YA TA SAFETY! 


BUT NOBODY 
CAN DO STUFF 
LIKE THAT OUT- 


I GOTTA FEED THIS 

FISH SOMETHIN’ ELSE 

BEFORE HE PUTS THE 
BITE ON ME! 


a 4 
IS THERE ANY f 
CREATURE ON. 


THIS MADHOUSE 


BEING WELL-HEELED, CHEW 
THE SHARK DOES! 


WELL, WHAT ARE YA 
WAITIN’ FOR? DIDN'T 

YER MOTHER EVER TELL YA]) 
NOT TA SWALLOW YER \{ 
FOOD WITHOUT CHEWIN'? 


UNFORTUNATELY, A DIET OF BEACHBALLS. © 02.75 Ss = 
CONTAINS CONSIDERABLY MORE HOT AIR 2 ns 
THAN EVEN OUR HARRIED HERO! 


SECONDS LATER, ITIS 
ONE DRENCHED DRAKE 
IB WHO SURFACES TO 
"HE SOUND OF A 


HE DIDNT DUCK HIS 
RESPONSIBILTY!) 1) 
i 4 


Oh, DUCKY-- 
DO YOU HEAR 
THAT 2! YOU'RE 

A HERO! 


y \ 

pees h : 

y vit ) 
(HY NE WAD, 

<i : hy. \ 


(OUNG MAN-- er-- DRAKE, 
\ THESE GOOD PEOPLE ARE 
RIGHT! YOU ARE A 
=. HERO... AND A HERO 
HAT 


Ae 
AM LOOKING FOR 


HOWARD THE DUCK, 
HOW WOULD YoU. 
LIKE A JOB??! 


THE NEXT DAY, AT A SUBURBAN 
SHOPPING CENTER ON THE OUT- 
SKIRTS OF MIAMI KNOWN AS 
THE MAMMOTH MALL... 


STEP RIGHT UP, LADIES AND 
GENTLEMEN, FOR THE PREMIERE 


DEMONSTRATION OF A PRODUCT 
‘SO DARINGLY DIFFERENT... 


we THAT IT TAKES NII] a = SUPER-SCENT |S GUARANTEED 
COURAGE MERELY | ; =| 100% EXTRACT FROM THE 
TO PRESENT ITTO =} Q = 4 SWEAT OF SUPER-HEROES £ 
YOU! YES, I'M i WEARING IT, YOU TOO CAN BE 
TALKING ABOUT THE, = A Mr. OR AMS. MARVELL 
ONE, THE ONLY —— A! E IE Shier ) 
SUPER-SCENT! 4 E yea ae: : 
Bite Hae S 7 Superscent | 
( ¥ UPpEe;rvcS$Ce, = 
HEROES oe ‘ \ INDULGE YOUR, 
ay (iz ny a Me tht 
ete HERO Ss 
THE STARS! 
IN YOU” ix SUPER-SCENT! 
og 
rN 
» 


SWEAT BEADS ON SPRUCE PAYNE'S BROW. HE 

DOESN'T NEED A PUBLIC OPINION POLL TO TELL 

HIM THAT HIS STANDARD SALESMAN'S SPIEL 

ISN'T GOING OVER WITH THIS CROWD. BUT THEN, 

IN MAMMOTH MALL, SURROUNDED BY THE VAST ' & 

ARRAY. OF GOODS OFFERED, YOU NEED A GIMMICK 
TO GET YOUR PRODUCT ACROSS. 


Yeu iT onty 
AROUSES THE 


VILLAINY IN 
US! 


TO STEAL YOUR 4 


PRODUCT! ms ‘ Oy 
op \ f 
\71 


TOGETHER WITH I, i 
THE QUIZLING, 
WE HAVE COME fi 


TER, 
HERE TO TICKLE 
YOU TO DEATH! 


THANK MY LUCKY STARS ! 


iy Aut. HELP IS ON THE WAY! 
= RO 
N= Big fi 
a 
f 2 
<P x \ / D found 
z X 


"THE COMING OF THAT. (i 
'DARK-NIGHT DUCKTECTIVE,,, 


(| SS 


HEAVENS! A 
COSTUMED 
CANARD! 


WHAT A FOWL ADDITION TO Sh 
OUR LARCENOUS RECIPE ! 2 


SURRENDER THAT SUPER- 
SCENT, VILLAINS, OR FACE 
MY DUCKARANG £ 


THIS IS NO 
LAUGHING [= 
) MATTER! 
a) 
NA 


a fey! 
Re a 
cag ia 
G = me 
a 
a <a 
x | 
y 
: ee... 
N , : 


WHEREVER EVIL 


DUCK-, 


ENTER THE FRAY! 


/ 


( 


IT 1S THE HIGH 


2 IT HERALDS 
THE ARRIVAL 


OF THE 
DREADED 
MOBILE! 


AND His. 
CURVACEOUS 
COMRADE - 
IN ARMS... 


I’M RIGHT Z 2 = 
BEHIND YOu, = 
HOWAR... 3 
DUCK-MAN ! i 


YOU'VE SAVED MY ) NATCH! WE'RE THE BRAVE AND THE 
SUPER-SCENT! 4 BOLD-- WHATEVER THAT MEANS?! 


3 ADMIT DEFEAT, OR TLL ENG 


FROM MY IMPOSSIBLY- ¢ = 
POCKETED WEB-BELT! 7 


WE 
GIVE x 
UPL 


IGHT, MAN! THE 
WHOLE THING: 
/AS AN ACT! JWA: 
W, fs SNE 


ENTERTAIN ME 
LIKE THAT 


i DESERVES 
a £ 


TRY 
iD ia™ 


THUS, TAKEN IN, THE SHOPPERS OF MAMMOTH MALL PRESS FOR’ 


SPRUCE PAYNE'S SUPER-SCENT! 


PLENTY OF SUPER- 
SCENT FOR 
EVERYONE ! 


THAT 'S RIGHT, §) 
aeszo DS 
ACRE 
ha’ AN OUNCE! 77 


IRD TO BE THE FIRST TO PROCURE A BOTTLE OF 


) (WE ALSO DO YSTRAIGHT OR 
PARTIES! OTHERWISE! 
A SSI EX 


FINE WITH U. 
bras XA QUGLITTA 


Serer T  alMOST 


FANTASTIC! T 


THAN I'D EARNED { “2, 
ALL MONTH! {o> 


BUT THE CROWD REACTED 
TO THE COMIC BOOK SILLI- 
NESS OF THE WHOLE THING, 


DUCKY THAT'S WHAT: ‘Sq 


IMPORTANT. 


WHAT'S IMPORTANT 
TA ME IS COLLECTIN’ 


OUR PAY AN’ FINDIN' | 


US SOMETHIN’ TA 
A” EAT, TOOTS / 


HERE 
YOU GO, 
HOWARD, 


BUT BE BACK BEFORE 
THE NEXT SHOW! THE 
RUBES HAVE GONE FOR 


THAT I'M CAPITALIZIN’ ON 
MY DUCK-NESS NOW ! 


UNDER YOUR DUCK- MAN 
Diggue, THE CROWD PROBABLY FIGURES 
YOU'RE A COSTUMED MIDGET ! 


BALONEY, BABE! 
IT AIN'T THE 

COSTUME WHAT 
MAKES THIS DUCK A 
SUPER- SENSATION-- 
BUT THE OTHER WAY 
AROUND! I GOT 
CHARISMA ! THAT'S 
=| WHAT THE CROWD) 
' RESPONDS 10! 


a 


GEEZ, HOWARD! YOUR EGO'S ABOUT 
P—7. AS BIG AS THIS SHOPPING MALL 


‘a iNE: 


MY HEART TO A 
MEGALOMANIACAL 
MALLARD. 


KISMET, 
CUPCAKE £ 


FATE CASTIN’ PEARLS 
BEFORE SWINE. 


Huh ? GEE, THEY REALLY 
DO SELL EVERYTHING 
IN MAMMOTH MALL! 


IT'S GOTTA BE, TOOTS, TA KEEP 
ME ABOVE THE MINDLESS 

MORASS OF MEDIOCRITY THE 
REST OF YER SPECIES SEEMS 
TA ENJOY WALLOWIN’ IN. 


PRESENT 

COMPANY 

EXCLUDED, 
I HOPE? 


oe at \ 
PSST, LADY! 
WANNA _— L=] 
BUY SOME 
OPIUM? pez: 


Lop 


YOU EXPECT LOYALTY, TOO? 


R_ AN INNOCENT, TOOTS -- A 


Ye A 
BABE IN THE BIG BUSINESS WOODS / 
IT'S AN APE-EAT-APE WORLD YER LIVIN’ 
IN! AN‘, SPEAKIN’ OF EATIN.... £ 


INFAITHFUL TO YOU 
EVEN WHILE MARRIED 
TO DR.BONG -- WHY 
SHOULD I START NOW?! 


YOU SPEND 
MORE TIME 
~ yy ANALYZING YOUR 


ARQUSAL- LEVEL 
THAN ANYONE 
I'VE EVER 
KNOWN! 


YOU/RE BIG 
ON ANCHOVIES, 
huh, HOWARD ? 


YEAH. I THINK 
IT MUST BE A. 
RACIAL MEMORY. 


WE TRADED PEACE FOR PROGRESS-- SERENITY 
FOR_SUCCESS-- UTOPIA FOR UTILITARIANISM £ 
WE TRADED THE HARMONY OF THE EGG FOR, 
DOMINATION OF A WORLD WE THEN BROUGHT 
TA THE BRINK OF ECOLOGICAL DISASTER £ 
DUCKWORLD DIDN'T SEEM 
ANY DIFFERENT FROM 
EARTH TO ME, DUCKY. 


AS YOU HAIR- 
LESS APES. 


TANGLED WEB - 
WORKS OF LIFE. 


WHILE HOWARD THE DUCK WAXES I DON’T BELIEVE IT / 
PEDAGOGICAL OVER A HOT PIZZA PIE, ACCORDING TO MY 
SPRUCE PAYNE LABORIOUSLY BALAN: ACCOUNTANT’S FIGURES, 
CES HIS BOOKS. T'VE PAID THOSE THREE 
FIVE TIMES WHAT. 
THEY'RE WORTH! 


THERE'S SOMETHING STAGGERINGLY 
WRONG HERE, AND I INTEND TO 
GET TO THE BOTTOM OF... £ 

THE BOTTOM 

1S PRECISELY 

WHERE 

YOU'RE GOING 

TO END UP, 

Mr. PAYNE 


YOKESTER! = ny 
— > 


Wa 


OF COURSE! YOU 
HAD TO FIND OUT 
EVENTUALLY £ 


WITHOUT 

A LICENSE, aN 

Serio, MN. A 
*) a 

TROUBLE ! q Ce i PAYNE! 


LICENSE? 
NOBODY 
TOLD ME 
ABOUT ANY 
LICENSE / 


‘AND, IF YOU GET 
INTO TROUBLE, 
YOU MIGHT NEED 
PROTECTION ! 


FR: SCENT SHOULD BE MORE 


a "de 
STN pag | 


R, 
CET YOU TAKE IT 
AWAY FROM ME-~ 
NOT WHILE I LIVE / 


I URGE YOU 
TO COOPERATE 


FINE, e/ 
mr. PAYNE! f 
yOuR TERMS! | T-TERMS? WHAT TERMS 7! 


YOU HAVE MADE HOWEVER, UNLIKE THE OTHER 
QUITE A SUCCESS 
wie Cee MERCHANTS WHO OPERATE OUT OF 
SUPER - SCENT 
SALES CAMPAIGN... 


f 1’M AFRAID SO! A 
WARNING, AS IT WERE, 
W TO ALL THE OTHERS WHO 
MIGHT SEEK TQ FOLLOW 
IN YOUR FOOTSTEPS --THAT 
IT IS DEATH TO DEFY 
THE MALLER ¢ 


LGUESS IT'S \ 
SAEED (00K? LMS) 


THEIR LUNCH HOUR OVER, HOWARD: 
AND BEVERLY COME SEEKING 
JHEIREMBLOVER: NOTHIN’! GEEZ, FOR BUT, AT $20 AN 
A GUY WHO'S TALKIN” OUNCE, WHY WOULD 
ABOUT MAKIN’ MILLIONS, HE 8£ SO WASTEFUL 
YA'D THINK HE COULD WITH HIS. 
‘AFFORD TA PAY THE SUPER- SCENT ? 
ELECTRIC BILL! 


"S SPRA\ t 
Age goom 
: 
EFFECTIVENESS AS 
A MOSQUITO 
REPELLENT! 


HOWARD, 
WHAT'S THAT 
STRANGE 
‘SMELL ? 


DON’T YA 

RECOGNIZE IT, 

TOOTS? IT’S THE 

UNDERARM ODO} 

OF SUPER-HEROES.., 
WAITAMINNIT £ 
I THINK I FOUND 
THE SWITCH THAT 
TURNS ON THE... 


YER 
ARE HERE FOR 
THE NEXT SHOW! 


DISPLAY ATOMIZER 
CONTAINING HIS 
SUPER-SCENT! 


EVERYBODY 
STAND WHERE. 


SPRUCE 

PAYNE 
HAS BEEN 
MURDERED! 


TE OAEEENE Fea AER: Rovere Tana 
IRED “ ors 7 ri CLEAR, I CHARGE 
TO KILL YOUR EMPLOYER ! J x 


wS 


REMEMBER 


PYOU! THE FOWL THAT COST 
ME MY JOB AS CLEVELAND 
PPS POLICE COMMISSIONER // 


Unh-uh! NO WAY!” COME ON, TOOTS! ),« 
IM MOG ENT, es WE'RE GETTIN” p 


BUT HOW, 
HOWARD 7? 


AGAIN THE MARTIAL BACKGROUND MUSIC 
STRIKES UP AS THE AERODYNAMICALLY- 
DESIGNED DUCKMOBILE SURGES OUT ONTO 
THE MAIN PROMENADE OF MAMMOTH MALL ! 


SO LOUD! I 
CAN'T CONCENTRATE 
A tf TO AIM=- 1 


B-BEV! C-CUT THE SOUND- 


-| I DON'T KNOW 
TRACK AN’ GRAB HOLD OF 


THE DUCKMOBILE, BEV! THE ONLY WAY WE'RE 
GONNA CLEAR OURSELVES IS TA USE PAYNE’S 
CAR TA FIND PAYNE'S KILLERS ! 


‘SHOOT \-\ = 
OR TLL 
HALT! NO, YOU IMBECILE ! 
THAT'S ... OH, NEVER 
MIND! 


0, LU, 
YOO DL, 


jonny 


THE WHEEL! MY CAPE'S 
COVERIN’ MY EYES! I 
CAN'T SEE /? 


HOW MUCH HELP 
I CAN BE, DUCKY! 
L.CAN'T DRIVE! 


IT'S TRUE! I ALWAYS HAD SO 

MANY BOYFRIENDS WILLING 

TO TAKE ME EVERYWHERE 
THAT I NEVER BOTHERED 

; TO LEARN ! 


in 


‘SHEESH! DON’T WOMENS 
LIBERATION EXTEND TA 
DRIVER EDUCATION 77! 


- 


‘ 


rLBaSe NEEP OFF 
rasTic BLANTS 


ENS” 


BEY--UP AHEAD OF US! AIN'T 
THAT OUR FELLOW ACTORS 
SNEAKIN’ AWAY FROM THE 
SUPER-SCENT SHOWROOM ? 

IF THEY GOT THERE BEFORE, 

US, THEY'D KNOW WHO 


KILLED PAYNE! 


RS 


f HOWARD, THE GUY THEY'RE WITH 
’ HAS BLOOD ON HIS CLAWS! I 
PA THINK THEY'RE THE MURDERERS ! 


5 OF THE 


I THINK YER RIGHT, TOOTS ! LOOK AT : 
THE GUILTY WAY THEY'RE TRYIN- TA 
HIDE THEMSELVES IN THAT HOUSE - 

WARES EXHIBIT! —— 


CONFESS, OUR VACATION IN 

FLORIDA'S GONNA BE 

EXTENDED TA THE REST 
OF OUR LIVES £ 


S 


fer A 
a ay 


IT'S THE DUCK WE SET UP TO TAKE 
THE RAP FOR PAYNE'S MURDER ! 


7 Oh, DID YOU HEAR 
THAT, DUCKY 2! WE 
ARE INNOCENT! 


ABSURD AS IT 


MAY SEEM, IT 
SOMETIMES TAKES 
A FLYING FOWL -- 


~ 


{ 
yo | q 
BEV, WHAT HAPPENED (| A EY 
LF tae ANT i we 
TAKIN’ WING £7 Af ny, Me 
- ys 4 
F Vz i) Z 


I- I THINK 7 
T MUST HAVE 
ACCIDENTALLY \ 6 (9) 
ACTIVATED THE \ 4134 / 


DUCKMOBILE’S [LiL) 


Ww] eres 
Je Ss 
Bergeon) ee 
NS 7 i =H SS LY 


cae 7 ( 
Ss 
vs \ 


Oa : : 4 
cA@eevers cA 
aea| 


r 
= 


=- TO PLACE THE FINAL PUNCTUATION POINT ON THE FATE OF 
A NEFARIOUS FELON! 


THOUGH FORTU/TOUSLY 
FELLING THE FIRST OF 
HIS FOES, HOWARD FINDS 
HIS. OWN PREDICAMENT 
NO LESS STICKY! 


/ S 
/ _—‘ — 
IN DEFEAT, THE { ow 
EMPHATIC AND RHETORICAL | 
ASPECTS OF THE QUIZLING'S 
NATURE COME TOGETHER b ASS 2 
IN A PERFECT BLEND ! a WIAVALSS 
| 


FROM HIS TAPE TRAP Omi ON THE DUCKMOBILE... AND BE! 


CS _ 
AS HOWARD WATCHES RIEL RLESSLY. ms THE THREE REMAINING VILLAINS vee 
TUK UKE IS {SS eer 
Ry DUCK-MAN AND DUCK-GIRL KNOW 
OF OUR GUILT! WE CANNOT TAKE THE 
CHANCE OF THEIR CONVINCING THE 
“AUTHORITIES £ 


—— 


\ y 


SO WHAT DO 
YOU WANT US 10 


| L DO, MALLER 7 


BUT IN SUCH A WAY THAT THEIR 
DEATHS ARE HORRIFYINGLY HILARIOUS! 


BUT THE APPEALINGLY- APPORTIONED MS. SWITZLER IS NO LESS ENDOWED WITH A 
WILL TO SURVIVE THAN HER CAPED AND COWLED COMPANIO! 


¥ a 


OF COURSE! THE DUCKMOBILE! POOR Mr. 


TO MAKE OUR SUPER -HERO SHOW ALL THE 
MORE IMPRESSIVE ! 


THAT TERRIGLE 


NOW IF ONLY I 
CAN REMEMBER 
WHICH OF THESE 
BUTTONS DOES -- 


AGAINST TI HREE 
COSTUMED CLOWNS, EXCEPT... 


LISTEN! THE SOUND 
OF ENGINES! THE 
WOMAN'S STARTED UP 

THE DUCKMOBILE / 


=F] JOKESTER, LOOK OUT! SHE'S BACKING YOU 
RIGHT INTO THAT GIANT DISPLAY IRON £ 


WELL, THAT OUGHT 
TO IRON QUT A FEW 
WRINKLES IN_HIS 

CRIME CAREER 


THREE DOWN-- }—) 


ONE, INDEED, DUCK-GIRL-- BUT I WARRANT 
YOU ‘WILL FIND THE MALLER SOMEWHAT 


y, HOWARD THE DUCK DOES NOT HAVE TO HEAR BEVERLY’S 
4 UNSPOKEN PLEA IN ORDER TO 8E AWARE OF HER PERILOUS 
MORE OF A MENACE THAN HIS THREE Y PREDICAMENT £ 
INSIPID HENCHMEN ! 


(AZ IN FACT, MY FRIENDS 
TELL ME TM QUITE 


T= 


Ohhh- OH. 


MHOWARD...)_ 
~\ 


(GRABBING THE TAPE FROM THE d 
DISPENSER, HOWARD MAKES A \ BAN 
DUCK-DEFYING LEAP INTO SPACE. + LS 
i ound BEES : 
AWARE ONLYOF = -- HOWARD TRUSTS HIS ™ -- AND S\ 
HIS DARLING'S WEIGHT AND FATE TO 
DANGER -- THE TAPE-- 


WINGS TO THI 
SALVATION OF HIS 
BELOVED BEV! 


OF MY_WONDROUS 
AKERS ON THE 


MALICIOUS KISSER. 


LL“ ——Ot~™ IT IS AN ACCIDENT HE TURNS TO HIS ADVANTAGE ! 
DUCKY, WHERE ARE YOU GOING 2?! a 


B / are ) HEN I CAN LET 
WHEREVER Vl @ i INGER'S HOUSEWARES 
EDO 
THE MOMENTUM @ 
CARRIES ME, TOOTS. = 2 
I CAN'T STOP. ‘ad Abe . . 
MY SWIN Y "2 S 


$0 LONG, MALLER! 
I'LL BETCHA WANTED 
TA GO OUT INA 


>- BUT THIS IS 

ONE DEFEAT 

THAT REALLY 
SUCKS! 


WE'VE CAUGHT THE { ~- BUT BEIN’ DUCK-MAN, HAVIN’ TA ACT LIKE 
MALLER AND HIS A SUPER-HERO, HAS MADE ME SEE THAT WITH 
COHORTS IN CRIME! GREAT POWER COMES GREAT RESPONSIBILITY! 


\ 


ALL WE HAVE TO 


et fF YY u 
A] 00 NOWIS TURN SY |i / 
CAPTAIN GOROONSK ‘ 
KI, 
(MD, WE'LL BE lL? " es A 
‘QF POOR Ao, 
‘ar, PAYNE'S MURDER! \ la 


FOR 
HUMILIATING: 
\ ; THE MALLER| 
WELL WHADDA YA KNOW ? b 

YER RIGHT, TOOTS /-T 

ORIGINALLY THOUGHT THIS 


LOOKS LIKE YA CAUGHT THE 
KNACK OF DRIVIN’ THIS JALOPY, 


Er-- BEV ~~ ONE USUALLY 
FLOORS IT GOIN’ FORWARD 
v« NOT IN REVERSE! 


fr DUCKY, IN CASE YOU 
HADN'T NOTICED -- YOU'RE 
jE ONE DRIVING! 


=-SO FLOOR HER BEFORE 

THE MALLER GETS HIS 

CLAWS INTA MY FEATHER- 
COVERED FLESH! 


COME, MALLARD-- BACK UP INTO MY ARI 


WHEN T GET DONE WITH YOU, YOU'LL 
\ RESEMBLE SO MANY CARVED CUTLETS £ | 
ed YY 4 
Sy 


FACE, TOOTS ! 
= THEN, BEFORE THE 
e: MALLER CAN MAKE 
: MAKE FOOD 
TTA 


NOT WHILE WE'VE OUR | [RRIUVATTol BUEN ge MINZ Tay 11 .ot CoM al M0). neg 
DUCK-JECTOR SEATS TA NIGHT DUCKTECTIVE, CARRIES THEIR CLAWED 
NEMESIS INTO THE EDIBLE EXHIBIT / 


MAY BE, 
BABY-- BUT 
WE AIN'T! 


WHO ‘ 
WOULD HAVE 
THOUGHT YOU 
COULD CRAM. 


SHOT Ue) 

THE AIR, THE DUCK 

DUO _EXIT THE 
‘DUCK MOBILE - - 


WE DID IT, DUCKY! 
THE MAALLER’S 
‘TO TAKE O1 


READY 


7 2 \ 


DUCK! THE MALLER'S THREE HENCHMEN WERE SO WHAT'RE YA TRYIN’ TA SAY, 
PRETTY BADLY ABUSED -- BUT ABLE TO CONFESS! / \| | GORDONSKI ? THAT IT DON’T MATTER 
. THAT MY “METHODS” ROUNDED UP A 
\) LQUARTET OF KILLERS ? 


Bl 
METHODS OF 
VIGILANTE JUSTICE 
NEARLY KILLED 
THEM WITHOUT 
REGARD TO THEIR, 
'S UNDER 


AS DUCK- MAN 
BL] WREAKED INCREDIBLE I GOT NEWS FOR YA, EX-COMMISSIONER ~ 
B4| HAVOC THROUGHOUT BEV AN‘ ME HAD LEFT THE MALLER AN’ HIS 
MAMMOTH MALL # MURDERIN’ STOOGES TO YOU AN’ YER HAM- 
HANDED COPS HE'D WEVER“VE BEEN CAUGHT! 


YOU'RE ABSOLUTELY 
1 SN'T AN HOUR AGO YA WANTED 
Ol TA ARREST ME BECAUSE 
ACHIEVEMENTS AS DUCK- YER INEPT LAW ENFORCE - 
MAN! I MENT SYSTEM WAS: 
THEM ! YOU'RE EXACTLY INCAPABLE OF TRACKIN* 
THE KIND OF HERO DOWN THE REAL KILLERS / 
WE NEED HERE AT M 
MAMMOTH MALL f /| | i a 
SO NOW THAT I'VE PUTMY PIN-' 
FEATHERS ON THE LINE, DOIN’ 
YER JOB FOR YA, YA WANNA 


‘A DEFENDER OF THE WEAK ! 
— = ah PLACE ME IN PERMANENT 
PERIL?! 


Py (ae S 


AGAINST EVIL! 
A MALLARD # 

BORN TO ses\_ HANGIN® UP. 
STRIKE i n\ HIS COWL! 
TERROR INTO Ce r 
THE HEARTS OF 
EVIL-DOERS £ 


THEY WERE 
KIND OF CUTE. 


DUCK-MAN / 


DON'T LEAVE US, , B 
8) 


NEXT TIME YA NEED A HERO TO DO YET 
DIRTY WORK -- TRY THE YELLOW PAGI 


WE NEED YOu! 


ee ra a 


Sone 
en Ca ise eee 


MAN-- THAT'S 
OBVIOUS / 


1 LIVING 
TOGETHER FOR 


WEEKS Now, 


AND STILL... 
AK! 
CHEYANNE / 


|e FORA y 
SNACK BREAK, RIGHT? 


WOW! THREE YEARS OF 
PRIDING MYSELF ON BEING 
POLITICALLY CORRECT AND-> 
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WHO HE CALLIN’ 
A FACISTS 


RM/NEO. 
THE STREET 


P Discustine 
THINGS 
TO MAKE 
YOu sick 


— = - 
>, awd 


b7 £3, 
RIGHTON, 
BROTHER! JNU 


JUST A-- HEH HEH -- 
CORRECT REACTION 
7D MY NEW SLOGAN! 


SIN THE MIDDLE OF THIS MUDDLE ON 
CENTER : THERE /8, FOR 
SUDDENLY SHATTERED 


MY OLO PAL, MY BLIDDYKINS/ OH, FIDDLE! WASH 
OQCOH, 16 IT REALLY YRS rH YOU OFF AND YOUu'O 
DRESSED UP ALL FUNNY 77 Beas Gey? Ae 


es 


IT 5 YOU, MY VERY 
BEST FRIEND! HOW couLo 
I EVER FORGET You ?/ 
WHERE HAVE Yo 

BEEN? 


Wile SEE YOU 


BYE- BYE! a 
BARBECUE <> 


TOMORROW! Loe 


UH, GUYS, WHAT- 
EVER’S GOIN’ON, 
CHEY'LL TELL Us’ 
WHEN SHE'S 
READY, RIGHT? 


ONE NEVER 

AS A MACHINE 
GUN AT THE RIGHT 
MOMENT, DOES ONE 7 J 


" . y JUST TO pal K 
mt \BOUT IT 
SO AFTER ALL THIS - = ABOUT 
TIME, WE FINO OUT J x 


OH GEE, GOLLY, T7 SUCH A HONEY, I know ~Y 
(T/ BUT YOU DON'T KNOW WHAT IT WAS LIKE-- 
G\ THe PRESSURES 1 WAS RUNNING FROM ‘THE 
POODLES ON THE SKIRTS, THE HAIR DRYERS, £ 
THE POM Poms! és 


AND THEN THE SENIOR PROM, AND ME, 
PROM QUEEN” 


Pees 

Her DEO ME THE HEY, SISTER, You GoTA selon D TO 
ROSES--T SAW IN MY ND WHAT MY LIFE WW HERE. ALWAYS See Oa BUT Genie Wem 
WOULD BE IN THE FUTURE. MARRIAGE, TV'S WONDERED IF THERE pp ge aa 

KIDS, MORTGAGE, KI05, DOG AND A CAT, WAS ANYTHING BETWEEN Tee eee 
MIDLE-AGED BOREDOM AND A YOLING OLD THOSE EARS BESIDES : 

‘AGE... SOMEBODY'D DECIDED WHAT MY LIFE HAIR FOLLICLES ¢ f 

WAS GONNA BE WITHOUT EVEN ASKIN’ ME 

: WHAT Z WANTED! 


MORAL. 
INGLING 
WITH THE HONKEY DEATH CULTURE... 


ARE YOU FOLKS REAL 

HIPPIES, Z MEAN, INTO 

GRASS, AND WEED 
ANO SO ON? 


ACTUALLY, 
I'M [NTO 
PLASTICS. 


ANNE, 
Zé YOUR 
FRIENDS NEGROES 
ANO HIPPIES 2 


HI, Z THINK LM LOSIN’ My 
MIND, Z CAN'T COPE, YOU 


FEW GRENADES, 


A 
STRATEGICALLY PLACED.,.NAL! JUST 


‘A LOTTA WONDER BREAD. 


MOMMY, WHY IS. 
THAT LAOY ALL 
CHOCOLATE? 


WELL, SHUT my 

MOUTH! OR 

OR BETTER 
YET, YOURS? 


BERTHA AND I WORKED 
ALL AFTERNOON FRIDAY 
ON THE BUFFET FOR 

THE F.B.I, LUNCHEON... 


1S THIS A 
FRENCH 
CIGARETTE Z, 


SON, IT'S MY DUTY TO 
YOU THAT WEARING A TEE 
SHIRT LIKE THAT CAN BE 
DANGEROUS TO YOUR 


LIES! S50 GLAD 
YOU COULD MAKE 
IT! THIS 15 MY 
HUBBY, JERRY. 


HI. TM WITH 
HAL. 


COMPUTERS. 
I HEAR YOU 
ORIPPED OUT, 


THAT'S DROPPED 
t/ OUT... ANYWAY, SHE'LL 
Li GET OVER IT WHEN SHE 
MEETS THE RIGHT GUY, 


NO--MEXICAN, 
I BELIEVE, 


WARN 


We suet LOVE THEY'RE EVERYWHERE... ) IF HE COMES DON'T LET ‘EM 


JOHNNY MATHIS AND... AT ME, T'LL THROW GET TO YA, KiO-- 
q HIM IN THE POOL, FATS \NHERE 
HARRY WHATSHISNAME! Ue are me 


LIKE, AS SOON AS THE ANIMAL | Lesuie anne, 

DIES, YOU GET THESE INCREDIBLE SOMEDAY YOU'LL 

DEATH-DEALIN’ BACTERIA THAT, THANK ME FOR 

START TO GROW, BY THE HUNDREDS, | | TELLING You 

5O WHEN YOU PUT THATHAMBURGER,| | THAT YOU UST 

(N YOUR MOLITH, = TURN YOUR BACK 

| You'Re REALLY | ON THE PERVERSION 
EATING... WITH WHICH YOou'vE 

SURROUNDED 
YOURSELF AND.., 


‘S 
REALLY BEEN NICE, 
BUT WE GOTTA Go. 
I THINK.,.RIGHT NOW! 


IN YOUR EAR, 
GENERAL ROMMEL! 


THERE'S PROBABLY 
A COMMUNIST. 
HIDEOUT NEARBY... > 


NOTHIN’"10 LOSES 
“COURSE SOME f 
OF YOU MAY Fee, B 

DUFFERENTEY... 


'Y HEART! 
STOPPED! 


SF ... OWE IN ALL-- ALL N ONE--/E ONLY THIS (8 REAZED 
LIFE BY A COUPLA YEARS, JUST LOOK AROUND YA-- WO NORE WORRYING ABOUT YOUR NOT BEING PERFECT! 
ISN'T IT BEAUTIFUL? d SOSAW GANCH/ ZENT/ 


WHAT WITH THE STRESS... 


In her editorial in HOWARD THE DUCK #5, Editor Lynn 
Graeme penned a plea to “Save This Editor," begging your under- 
standing for trying something daringly different for a comic maga- 
zine. Namely, she had artist Larry Fredericks do a collage cover 
depicting Howard as Drakula rather than the more typieal,painted | 
acrylic cover that graces most Marvel magazines. Lynn took a lot 
of flack for that cover even prior to publication, but Publisher 


Stan Lee and Editor-in-Chief Jim Shooter decided to stand behind 
her and let the cover see print, knowing that Marvel has never 
made it by supporting the status quo. Now your comments and 
criticisms are in on Lynn’ little experiment, What do they tell us _ 
about us? About you? About the state of comic art in the 1980s? I 
dunno, Why don’t I just let you speak for yourselves? Set 
—Bill Mantlo 


Dear People, 

Save this editor? Why? Will she 
(like HOWARD THE DUCK #1) 
become more valuable with age? 
But seriously, folks... as a grad- 
uate of the “I-don’t-know-any- 
thing - about - art - but - I - know - 
what-l-like”” school of artistic ap- 
preciation, I haye to say that the 
cover of HTD #5 was one of the 
worst things I have ever seen Mar- 
vel publish. On the other hand, if 
it'll make you (or Larry Freder- 
icks) feel better, I don’t like the 
work of Pablo Picasso, either. I 
never could understand’ why it is 
that, when a third-grader paints 
like a third-grader it’s junk, but 
when a grown man paints like a 
third-grader, it’s a great work of 
art. 

But enough griping from some- 
‘one who can’t even draw decent 
stick figures... 

Bill P. Starr 
897 Main Street #7 
Cambridge, MA 02139 


Dear Marvel, 

Save this Editor? BULL! Hang 
this editor, maybe! The cover to 
HTD #5 was the absolute pits! 

Bryan Reeves 
1813 Peach 
St. Charles, MO 63301 


Dear Lynn, 

To tell the truth, I don’t see 
what the big controversy is over 
the cover to HOWARD THE 
DUCK #5. It’s a beautiful piece of 
artwork which manages to evoke 
more moods than just about any 
other cover. I've happened across. 
But, of course, there will always be 
those who resist change (read: 
progress) with the mindless fervor 
of an antibody jumping on a virus 
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infection. Hopefully, HTD readers 

have a bit more sense than that 
particular breed of hairless ape! 

Thomas Kalb 

4411 Alan Drive #A 

Baltimore, MD 21229 


Dear Lynn, 

Let’s talk about the cover of 
HTD #5. Since I work in a comic 
store, I decided to take an unoffic- 
ial poll of 20 regular comic buyers’ 
opinion of Mr. Frederick’s cover. 
Nineteen of the twenty buyers 
polled hated it, One found it inter- 
esting but all wrong for the maga- 
zine. 

As both a fan and a retailer, 1 
understand the need for experi- 
mentation and change. Yet this 
cover seems all wrong for some of 
the most obvious reasons. 

(1) Fredericks’ depiction of 
Howard was not a good likeness of 
the magazine’s central character. 

(2) The collage effect, which 
might have been effective, looked 
amateurish, 

(3) The cover was not a fair or 
accurate representation of the 
magazine's interior, 

These factors make the maga- 
zine harder to sell for us retailers. 
Yet, fortunately, in the case of 
HOWARD THE DUCK, the high 
quality of the interior art sells the 
mag once it has been pointed out 
to the buyer. Mantlo and Golden 
are excellent on this mag. Keep 
them! And give Michael Golden a 
try at the cover. He deserves it! 

Mark Steiner 
2433 Bardstown Rd. 
Louisville, KY 40205 


The marvelous Michael Golden 
could take a crack at the cover or 


the interior art of this or any other 
mag he cares to anytime he wants, 
if Thad my way, Mark. Unfortu- 
nately, mumbling something about 
“exhaustion being the prelude to a 
nervous breakdown,’’ Michael has 
chosen to remove himself from 
HTD for awhile. 

—Bill Mantlo 


Dear Lynn, 

Personally; I liked the cover to 
HTD 45... for what it was. I’m not 
crazy about collage, but, of those 
I've seen, it was one of the best. As 
for taking risks, 1 am probably 
(and I’m not bragging) Howard’s 
greatest and most devoted fan, and 
I'm all for it. Keep up the good 
work, and let’s see some more of 
ol’ Bongerhead! 


D.W. Schuey 
9419 Bristol Ave. 
St. Louis, MO 63114 


Dear Duck Editor(s), 

(1) The cover: it stinks. 

(a) Itis unattractive and child- 
ishly drawn, as if executed by a 
right-handed person drawing with 
his left hand while blindfolded. 

(b) It is utterly wrong in the 
packaging sense. The cover of a 
magazine should give some 
impression of what is to be found 
inside the magazine. If I hadn't 
known what HOWARD THE 
DUCK — THE MAGAZINE was 
like before seeing the cover of 
HTD #5, I might not have pur- 
chased this issue. 

(©) Ideally, covers should be 
done by the same artists who draw 
the interior of the magazine. Bet- 
ter art is false advertising and 
worse art is counterproductive ad- 
vertising. Why not have Gene 
olan do the covers? 

(d) The cover of HTD #3, by 
Jack Davis, was also inappropri- 
ate, for the same reasons. While 
Davis is a superb artist, he made 
no attempt to portray Howard as 
the character should appear. 
Davis’ duck looked like a ventril- 
oquist’s dummy, counter to the 
image of Howard as a cartoony 
duck in a very real, very grim 
world. 

(©) “Courage” is one thing. 
To suggest it, to try it, is fine. But 
look at your finished product 
before you go ahead. A realistic 
clay or taxidermy duck on your 
cover, made to look like Howard, 
might be nice, Otherwise, please 
reserve your courage for content 
rather than style of presentation. 

(2) Please put the address people 
should send letters to on the mast- 
head of Wise Quacks. If this is 
our page, why should we have to 
search for the address to which 
we’re supposed to mail our 
comments? 

3) Comments on HTD #5: In- 
terior art was mostly excellent, 
other than the illo accompanying 
your “Interview with the Duck .” 
If I recall correctly, Michael 
Golden used to draw THE MI- 


CRONAUTS. If so, this issue con- 

firms my previous high opinion of 
his work. His characters come 
alive on the page. I enjoy poring 
over his characters’ features, ex- 
amining their faces for a key to 
their emotions. Here Michael did a 
great job of making Howard seem 
even more cartoonish and the 
background even more grim (I 
have seldom seen Dracula look so 
scary), thus tripling the impact of 
this mag’s main premise — 
Howard as a stranger trapped in.a 
world he never made. Though I 
am not that impressed with the 
portrait of Bill Mantlo on the let- 
ters page, the artist should have 
gotten credit, Who drew it? 

(4) The writing: Last issue and 
this one were often genuinely fun- 
ny and damned good as legitimate 
stories. Mantlo seems to be getting 
comfortable with the character. 
The satire still seems a little ob- 
scure and “‘safe’” and impersonal, 
but I’m glad that there’s some 
satire in this mag still. I can’t be- 
grudge the puns in HTD #4, given 
the preponderance of puns perme- 
ating two previous issues of the 
color comic — the ‘Star Waugh” 
satire and HTD ANNUAL #1 — 
but I hope you don’t come to place 
too much dependence on puns. 

I like the sexual humor you're 
getting into the book, by the way. I 
know that’s an area of contro- 
versy. The ending of the first story 
was natural, logical, gutsy and 
funny. Howard, in Drakula, 
seemed based on someone, but I’m 
not sure who. I was wondering 
how you'd get rid of Dracula with- 
out killing him, 

(8) Interview with the Duck: 
Very poor. The introduction was 
redundant. It contradicted the re- 
ality you've established of Howard 
living in Cleveland and poverty- 
striken. He’s not anymore, you 
know. Also, the Marvel Universe- 
Marvel Comics connectioin, 
shown at various times in the pages 
of THE FANTASTIC FOUR, has 
made it pretty clear that, while 
Marvel has been granted certain 
rights by the heroes, it does not 
‘own or foot the bills for them. The 
humiliation of being menaced by 
everyday things was the only new 
point. Not a bad one, but it could 
prove limiting, 

(6) Captain Americana: Moving 
story, but seemed to be a compil- 
ation’ of vignettes. I wasn’t that 
thrilled with the hard-luck 
opening. The kids were satirical, 
sarcastic, amusing and annoying. 
The father was an intriguing kind 
of villain, a la Colonel Flagg on 
M*A*S*H, The exit from Earth 
was very well handled. 

Looking forward to Duckworld 
and hoping that Street People isn’t 
an irrelevant backup feature. 

Dana A. Snow 
Los Angeles, CA 


Gene Colan may be doing an 
HTD cover or two, Dana, as soon 


as he can dig himself out from 
under the burden of penciling 
HOWARD THE DUCK, the 
HULK magazine and DR. 
STRANGE! 

—Bill Mantlo 


Dear Lynn Graeme, 

Ireally liked your Interview with 
the Duck in HTD #5. Unfortu- 
nately, the accompanying illustra- 
tion didn’t do it justice. As for the 
cover, to be frank, it looks more 
like a preschooler’s scrawling than 
Picasso. 

Glad to see mention of Devo and 
Talking Heads in HTD! The 
Heads’ *“Animals’’ should become 
Howard’s theme song. 

Also glad to hear that you're 
going to print a story about Duck- 
world. Such an exploration of 
Howard’s world of origin could 
well be the most important story 
you'll ever publish. [’ve always 
been surprised that you didn’t 
attempt it sooner. 

Mark Lungo 
7705 Ragall Parkway 
Middleburg Hgts., OH 44130 


Better late than never, Mark. So 
how'd ya like it? 
—Bill Mantlo 


Dear Lynn, 
The cover? (Check One): 
v Loved it 
Hated it. 
Robin Kincaid 
7 Wall Street 
Coventry, CT 06238 


Dear Lynn, 
What did I think of the cover to 
HTD #5? Do ducks like cigars? I 
absolutely loved it! I think it was 
great the way the artist used simple 
forms, contrasting colors, and tex- 
tures to bring his portrayal of 
Howard across. It was a winner! 

1 was so inspired by this issue 
that I took a crack at drawing 
Howard myself. What do you 
think? Do I get a Duckmasters 
Cigar? 

Ike Wilson 
13910 Benson Road 
Edmond, OK 73034 


All of us at the Marvel Maga- 
zine Bullpen like your drawing, 
Ike. Which reminds me, HTD is 
still looking for artists to try out 
for its audition page. The work of 
David Simms appears this issue. 
Simms is an artist from Canada. 
His work has appeared in Cerebus. 
All artists whose work is published 
on the auditions page will be paid 
and(who knows?) maybe it could 
even lead to a shot at drawing 
comics the Marvel way! We're 
looking for people who like to 


draw! —Bill Mantlo 
Gang, 

Having read five issues of the 
new HOWARD THE DUCK 


magazine, I feel that I have main- 
tained my silence long enough. 


While there are certainly some 
strong points, some reforms are 
sorely needed. The place to start is 
the cover. You might begin by re- 
storing the original HOWARD 
THE DUCK logo (the color comic 
version). The almost-ridiculous 
design of the original logo seemed 
to accurately reflect Howard’s 
predicament, reminding us that 
Howard’s world is one of total 
absurdity. The present logo lacks 
that key element, and just looks 
silly. 

Secondly, the content of the 
covers must change. We have, so 
far, been “treated” to a slick 
snapshot-style cover, a pink night- 
mare, a corny Christmas scene, a 
“concept” cover, and a drab col- 
lage. Please return to the use of 
covers that accurately reflect what 
one would hope to find within the 
pages of HTD. 

Next, please stop the use of 
nude, topless, suggestive, etc., 
scenes with Bev. Don’t get me 
wrong. I’m not one of those 
prudish types who goes around 
yelling “Obscene!” It’s just that 
scenes like these are detrimental. 

‘A major concern has been the 
large amount of inconsistencies 
that have been occurring, such as 
the Gem Key becoming the Cosmic 
Key, and Claude Starkowski sud- 
denly changing to Claude Starko- 
witz, These do not actually disturb 
the continuity of the stories, but 
they’re the sort of slip-ups that just 
shouldn’t be happening. 


Lastly, I would submit a plea for 
some multi-issue continued stories, 
rather than the isolated one or two 
per issue that we've been seeing up 
to now. Bill seems to be embark- 
ing on this, leaving us eagerly ex- 
Pecting the Duckworld continua- 
tion in HTD #6. 

Oh yes, and I guess it goes with- 
out saying that I would love to see 
Howard in color again. 

Paul Lukas 
41 Namkee Road 
Blue Point, NY 11715 


Dear Duck-Folk, 

Today I picked up HTD #5 and, 
as usual, I enjoyed every bit of it. 
Bill, you are one of the finest 
writers in comicdom today. Your 
Drakula was an hilarious yarn, 1 
laughed so much my sides they 
ached and my heart it went pitter- 
pat (and you can bet your liquid- 
paper I wasn’t watching Felix the 
Cat!). Aside from the writing, the 
art was also fantastic. Michael 
Golden’s duck was Howard! 

Joe Christiano 
20225 Cohasset Street 
Canoga Park, CA 91306 


rrrriligghtteooooo! 


—Bill Mantlo 
Dear Bill & Co., 

HTD 45 was something differ- 
ent. It was excellent. It was fine 
Howard. 1 was afraid our fowl 
might be mellowing out, but this 
issue showed that Howard retains 


his anger and frustration. The 
stories were humorous and 
thoughtful, something _ they 
haven’t been for awhile. They’re 
the best stories you've done and I 
hope you continue to progress. 
Drakula was clever and Michael 
Golden’s art was the best this mag 
has seen. But Captain Americana 
‘was even more impressive. It was 
startling, but funny. I expect 
readers to be divided over its 
merits, but I want to see other 
stories as daring as this one. For 
the first time since HTD #1, I'm 
looking forward to the next issue. 
Mike Moore 
1310 Osage 
Bartlesville, OK 74003 


And now before closing, we'd 
like to present a short, though im- 
portant message from Ms. Carol 
Bellamy... 


Dear Marvel Readers, 

With all their super powers, 
Spider-Man and the rest of the 
Marvel gang are powerless against 
diseases like polio, measles, and 
rubella. These diseases can cripple 
or even kill. But, they can also be 
easily prevented with painless vac- 
cinations. In most states (includ- 
ing New York), it’s the law: NO 
SHOTS, NO SCHOOL! For more 
information on immunization, call 
the Immunization Hotline at (212) 
349-2664. Outside New York City, 
call your local Health Department. 

Stay Healthy! 

Carol Bellamy 
President 

New York City Council 


And it behooves everyone read- 
ing this to take her advice to heart 
and make sure you've had your 
vaccinations — and that your 
younger brothers and sisters have 
likewise. We can’t stress this 
enough, really. There’s no excuse 
for not having your shots — not in 
this day and age. One, two, three 
and it’s over... painless and per- 
manent protection against those 
diseases. Think about it. 

—R.M. 


NEXT ISSUE: A story so daringly 
different that you'll be talking 
about it until HOWARD THE 
DUCK #10! Just Howard and 
Bev trying to communicate with 
each other and themselves (with a 
little help from some surprising 
guest-stars) on a rainy night in Ala- 
bama! Think you can take the ten- 
sion? If so, be here for Motel in 
Mobile in HOWARD THE DUCK 
#91 A landmark decision! 

And while you're waiting, why 
not send your landmark letters on 
this ish to: 


HOWARD THE DUCK 
Marvel Magazine Group 
575 Madison Avenue 
New York, NY 10022 


THE DUCK FACES 
DOOM AT THE DEADLY 
CLAWS OF THE BAYOU 
BEAST-- BLACK TALON! 
DO-00 THAT Yoo 
DOO By BILL 
MANTLO AND 
GENE COLAN. 


All this hilarity and more in: 


HOWARD THE DUCK #9 


on sale in December. 
WAAUGH! 


AND: HOWARD DONS 
THE GREGARIOUS GARB 
OF THE CHEAP DUCKTECTIVE-- 
DIRK BYRD, IN SEARCH OF 
AN EVIL TWIN- CRANIUMED 
CRIMINAL (US) WHO STALKS 
THE STREETS IN SEARCH 
OF WIDE COLLARS / 7HE 
LINQLEUM LIZARD! 
BY STEVE SKEATES 
ANO GEWE COLAN, 


YOU'VE ALWAYS 
BEEN AHEAD 
OF YOUR TIME. 


The Marvel SUPER HERO* Portfolio Series 


The HulkTM The X-Men™ 


tar 
NEW! Deoutl ful lor MARVEL PORTFOUOS. Each set contre four (4) 14x44" mete 
feproduced patnings pivved on heavy Bon! cooted bose ach s suted ty hen Sey 
tier the Xen Set wih nt by Bye, Fame fiason of The Wercovls Hom er eah eee 


ENOAR Sse 


Copyright © 1980 Marvel Comics Group, a division of Caaence Industries Corp. For your holiday gift have your Mom or 
All rights reserved, yourself coll us. All phone orders filled 

From Ol'Marvel themselves, their 1981 CALENDAR! Each month is depicted with a beautiful within 48 hours (204) 455.1244 

rendering by one of Marvel's favorites. 12 different scenes, centerfold and every zany date in 

Marvel history. The calendar will not be widely distributed. Orders yours NOW. Art by Byrne, 

Buscema, Romita Jr., Perez and more 2 $5.95 


‘THE ART OF NEAL ADAMS 2 THE ART OF JOHN DUSCEMA, 
The second ina senes ot emew Interview photos. plus dozens of 
books with Neol s advertising new ilustrotions 32 pqs 
fond special project work 32pgs tw. $9.00 

$9.00 


SEND TO: POSTAGE & HANDLING CHART 
HEROES WORLD,OPT. BW10 : 

70 MORRIS STREET 
MORRISTOWN,NJ. 07960 


Plus full color covers, and an introduction by Roger Stern. and an after 
word by Chris Claremont. If you're a Byine fan, this is a must-have item! 
68 pgs, b + w plus color. $5.95 


POSTAGE G HANDLING (SEE CHART) 
(1 SUPERHERO CATALOG: $1.00 


“MONEY REFUNDABLE WITH FIRST ORDER TOTAL 


NAME —s _AGE | 


ADDRESS 
cy 
STATE/ZIP 


NEW JERSEY RESIDENTS ADD 5% SALES TAX 
ALLOW 4 WEEKS FOR DELIVERY. 
CANADIANS ADD 50¢ IN US. FUNDS ONLY: 


*SUPER HEROES is a trademark co-owned 
by the Marvel Comics Group. 


6 Sports Cards as a Gilt 


To get a better idea of the interests in Sports in America, we have designed a short 
questionnaire. If you would fill it out, we'll show our appreciation, by sending you 6 
Sportscaster Cards™ as a gift in addition to all the gifts included in our introduc- 


tory offer. 


If you love sports, you are never too young or 
too old for the big Sportscaster File. If you en- 
joy watching big sports events, the interviews of 
your favorite stars, then Sportscaster Gards™ 
are for you. 

They will help you to appreciate the fine points 
of sports, their histories, and techniques. You'll 
discover new sports, understand their careers, 
the rise and fall of the champions. With 
Sports Cards you will follow the development of 
new equipment, new training methods. You'll 
watch records being broken, You'll feel, part of 
the wonderful, exciting world of sports. 
Sportscaster Cards are a convenient and eco- 
nomical way to have at hand the information 
you always wanted to look up. 


We'd like to send you, without any purchase 
obligation, your first set of 24 Sports Cards, the 
collector's case, the filing cards and the color 
brochure “Panorama of Sports.” 


We'll also i 
clude 6 Sports Cards to thank you for answering 
our sports survey. To give you a better idea of 
the usefulness and value of this sports encyclo- 
pedia on handy cards, we'll enclose FREE A 
SECOND SET of 24 cards. 

If after examining it all you are not satisfied, 
just return everything (except of course your 6 


we 


gift cards) and get your $1 back. Otherwise keep 
it all: * TWO sets of Sportscaster Cards™ 
% the filing case * all the filing cards and all 
accessories—for just $1. Yes, everything—worth 
over $9.00—is yours for only $1.00, and you'll 
then receive—for just as long as you wish—new 
Cards at about monthly intervals under the con- 
venient subscription plan described in the cou- 
pon. You're free to cancel any time, 

Send in your Gift Coupon today. There's no pur- 
chase obligation. 


Here's the whole history of sports, up to 
date, on sturdy, colorful cards. On the 
front a fascinating color photograph; on 
the back an authoritative text, concise, 
‘complete, accurate, written by professional 
sportscasters, editors, and journalists. 


% Yesterdays and todays champions * the 
big moments * famous matches and events 
+ all the world's fascinating sports * table 
of records * the fine points of the rules 
* training methods * the equipment of 
teams and champions * a filing system to 
fit your interest * big colorful cards to 


last for years. 


all for only $] 


and FREE 


—-| 24 more Sports Cards 
if you answer right away 


‘SPORTSCASTER CARDS 
.0. Box 1209 
Piscataway 


New Jersey 08854 
S28 
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-.to thank you 
for answering 
these questions 
concerning 
foie in America 


Swimming (Football (Other 
OGoit OiBaseball CiNone 

O Tennis CJogging 

CBaseball Tennis Gor 
O Football (Basketball (Soccer 
OD Attend Watch on TV 


Oregularly Cotten Cisometimes Cinever 


Owith the family Clwith friends (don't discuss 


Oyes Ono 


everyday Cleveryweek —Cloccasionally 


Oyes Ono oe oT 


FREE this medal aS 
if you return this coupon Gee 
within 5 days, UT CA 


Sportscaster Cards, P.O. Box 1209 
Piscataway, N.J. 08854, Dept. $1823 

Please send me, without any purchase obligation, the first 
two sets of 24 Sports Cards each (that's 48 cards in all), 
the filing case and all accessories, plus my gift of 6 Sports 
Cards and the medal FREE as my bonus for promptness. 


I may return everything within ten days without owing you 
anything. But if delighted, 1'Il keep everything free, as a 
gift, except the second set of cards, for which I'llonly pay 
ONE dollar (plus shipping). 


| will then receive as long as | wish, at about monthly 
intervals, at least one new set of Sports Cards on 
approval, | may return any set within 10 days and will only 
pay for those future sats | keep: $2.49° (plus P&H), There 
is never any minimum purchase obligation and | may, of 
course, stop all further shipments simply by writing to you. 


State 


yD ave 
Price guaranteed uni December 3, 1960, NY and Nd residents ada 
sales lax 


